
  

  

“I am so happy that I was part of this camp and I can’t wait for the next one.”  ~ Mirjana

  I survived! I have attended church camps as 

a child, as a teenager, and as an adult volunteer my 

whole life, but this was the first time I ever 

attempted to co-direct one. And boy was it a 

different experience! Those of us on the 

Commission for Working with Children and Youth 

have tried to host online events for our young 

people since the COVID-19 pandemic started; 

however, the events have been sparsely attended 

and simply not as fulfilling as in-person gatherings. 

Many teenagers expressed a desire to gather in 

person again, so we prayed and decided to move 

forward with a teen and youth camp this year. 

 

 From July 27th through the 31st, twenty-

seven youths and teenagers, and seven adults 

gathered in Autocamp Krani on Lake Prespa. We had 

participants from all over N.  Macedonia: Skopje, 

Strumica, Murtino, Kocani and Ohrid.  The theme for 

the camp was ,,Ослободување:” “Freedom:” 

freedom from worry, freedom from fear, freedom 

from weaknesses, and freedom from death! 

 

 There were so many blessings from this 

camp. We had fun playing games, swimming in the 

nearby lake, re-connecting with old friends and 

getting to know new ones. I praise God that 
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everyone had a good time, we had no major 

incidents, and as far as we know, no one caught or 

spread the COVID-19 virus – hallelujah!  

 We started every morning with group 

calisthenics and a short devotion. After breakfast, 

we had our main session with indoor games, 

worship, and Biblical teaching. Then we split up into 

small groups to discuss a few questions related to 

the morning message and share our impressions. 

Honestly, these small group discussion times were 

the highlight of the camp for me. 

 After some free time, we played outdoor 

games and then ate lunch together. The afternoons 

were free for enjoying the lake or just hanging out. 

Then we had workshops such as crafts, drama, 

music, sports, and Dejan Vasilev’s workshop on how 

to read the Bible. To be honest, I was skeptical that 

there would be any interest in Dejan’s workshop, 

but four girls attended the first day, and another 

young man attended the second.  

 The young man came up to me after I had 

announced the workshops and said, “I’m not sure if 

I want to go to the Bible workshop or the sports, but 

if I go to the sports, then I need to go back to my 

room and change my shoes.” Then he said, “I need 

to confess something, I have never read the Bible 

before.” My heart went out to him that he thought 

he might be judged for never having cracked open a 

Bible. I told him to go ahead and change his shoes 

and that way he could check out the Bible workshop 

and if he didn’t like it, then he could still play sports.  

 Well, he went to Dejan’s workshop and he 

stayed. Afterwards, at dinner, the young man 

couldn’t stop talking about how wonderful it was to 

sit with Dejan and have all his questions answered 

in a pleasant and supportive way. Seeing a young 

person so excited about talking with someone about 

reading the Bible is definitely another huge highlight 

of the camp for me.  

 
 After the workshops and dinner, we had our 

evening sessions. They were full of more games, 

singing and a short message. In my Americanness, I 

planned for  “Lights out” – when everyone needed 

to be in their bungalows – to be at 10:30 p.m., but I 

quickly discovered my timeframe was not going to 

fit this group or culture. So rather than fight a losing 

battle, I offered to take a group down by the lake to 

go stargazing the second night. It was such a clear 

and dark night we could see the Milky Way spanning 

across the whole sky and God even blessed us with 

a few shooting stars! It was a wonderful time of 

Water cup relay. Surprise! The cup has a few holes in it!   

Craft time! 

Our wonderful worship team: 
Nena and the girls from 
Murtino. Click to listen. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10X60dUVXuL-2TY1o8hiSp61LmBWDbsro/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rYhqyXPKHgu9cRN2sDxr0lsLFRLjRk9V/view?usp=sharing


sharing my passion for God’s creation with 

seventeen of our youth. Needless to say, I did not 

get much sleep the week of the camp and it has 

taken me a while to recover, but it was certainly 

worth it. God has blessed our churches with many 

wonderful young people, and it is an honor to get to 

know and serve them.  

  In Him, 

    
 

Thanks upon thanks… 

I am beyond thankful to the other leaders who helped put on this camp:  

Simona Tancheva, Nena Arsova, Pastors Dejan Vasilev and Marinko Zafirov and their  

wives Reveka and Elica. This camp would not have been possible without them.  

The camp was also made possible in large part due to a grant funded by churches on the  

Central Conference of Central and Southern Europe and other donations. Thankfully, we were  

able to give out six full-scholarships and fourteen partial-scholarships this year. We asked all  

the participants to write thank you notes and express what the camp meant to them.  

Here are a few of their responses: 
 

       
 

       

Hula-hoop relay – don’t let go of your teammates’ hands! 
Click the picture to watch the video. 

 
Photo courtesy of Makedonka Palankova 
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Thank you notes continued 
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